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Presidents Message
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South Africa

Dear ISS member

A very productive Strategic Planning meeting was
held at the recent ISS Executive Committee meeting in
Frankfurt in March. The entire meeting was attended
by Executive Committee members from across the glo-
be, and it was a pleasure to welcome both the Local
Organizing Committee for the Yokohama Congress,
headed by Professor Masahiko Watanabe and Marco
Patti, current President elect of our newest Integr-
ted Society. It has taken some time and negotiation
and the new association with our Digestive Surgical
Colleagues of the ISDS marks another milestone in
our history.

Many events in our tempestuous world have affected
us over the last decade; the changing dynamics of
9/11 and the asymmetrical wars of the 21st Century,
the global recession which fortunately seems now to
have an end in sight, volcanic ash, and not leasthe
changing landscape of surgery itself. Working hours
are being reduced, exposure to clinical training idi-
luted, and the gulf between (super) specialist suyy,
predominantly in Europe and developed countries,
and the general surgery practiced in many developing
countries has widened. The expertise available has to
be spread. The International Society has to meet the-
se challenges, and be representative of, and relent.
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to surgeons from widely differing backgrounds and
needs. The challenge will be to strike the right balan-
ce, as well as attracting young surgeons, and those still
in training. The Strategic Planning part of the meetig
allowed a wide-ranging discussion and we were plea-
sed to welcome as guests, the Presidents of the Ass
ciation of Surgeons in Training (ASiT) of Great Bain,
Dr. Ed Fitzgerald, and of the South African Society of
Surgeons in Training (SASSIT), Dr. Martin Brand.

The viewpoint of industry is critical - we as surgens
are dependent on them, and they on us. There are
many opportunities available for support where local
resources are not adequate, so working closely with
all the role players is very necessary.

We have set ourselves several quite ambitious goals

all of which are, | believe, readily achievable witthe

new enthusiasm that is present. In the short term, we

have planned to:

- Involve young / trainee surgeons

- Reduce barriers to membership, both professional
and ®nancial, especially to our younger and our less
privileged colleagues

- Launch a wider range of educational programs

- Increase the accessibility of the ISS/SIC to its mem-
bers, and its not-yet-members

- Develop a marketing strategy for the next decade

- Develop a much more solid electronic and IT pre-
sence

In the longer term, we are planning to:

- Broaden International Surgical Week, possibly with
a more widely based exposure to surgery, and loo-
king at Region-speci®c surgery as well

- We need to provide more opportunities for our ex-
perienced membership to share their knowledge
and expertise with their colleagues, especially bet-
ween Surgical Weeks when possible, and by incre-
asing travelling Fellowships
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These are just a few of the items discussed, but | be-
ve we, through our membership, have a unique oppor-
tunity with the talent which we have at our disposal.|
would like to see the Society, by example, settinglo-
bal standards for surgical care, and developing sing
and cordial relations with our colleagues through tleir
own organizations, such as U.S. ISS/SIC Chapter and
the American College of Surgeons. The ability to &s
our membership's expertise for regions whose mem-
bers do not have the resources themselves and our
willingness to be part of such training and educatn

is critical to the success of this venture.

As | write this, | am involved in a training progren in
the Delta Region of Nigeria, where IATSIC is traimg
nearly a hundred medical personnel in major trauma
management. There is a real need, and a willingness
from so many people to participate. | was honored to
be asked to be a guest, with others, to launch joit
ISS sessions with the College of Surgeons of Sri Lanka,
and the Royal College of Surgeons of Thailand, anid
hope that these joint sessions will be of bene®t tohe
Colleges and to our Society.

The planning for the next Surgical Week in Yokohama
is now well advanced, and the scienti®c program is
rapidly taking shape. The Japanese Local Organizing
Committee are working hard to make this one of the
most diverse and successful surgical weeks ever.tPu
it into your diary as an occasion not to be missed. For
those who have never been to Japan, the experience
is one of life's @must do's®. For those who are behg
attracted back, welcome back. There will be some-
thing for everyone, tourist opportunities are limitless,
and the costs are lower than you would expect. Treat
yourself.

It would be remiss of me if | did not acknowledge the
solid foundations set up by my predecessors, and the
immediate past President, Michael Sarr, and Secreya
General, Felix Harder. Equally, without the ISS Of@®ice
Lupsingen, with Victor Bertschi, Chris Storz and the
staff, none of this would be possible and their quet,
ef®cient work is valuable beyond comprehension.

Please do not hesitate to let me have your thoughts
and ideas. My email is Ken.Boffard@iss-sic.ch

Ken Boffard
President ISS/SIC

Report by the
Secretary General

Jean-Claude Givel,
Switzerland

In the recent past we have been pleased with two
important happenings. First the decision of ISDS to
become an Integrated Society of ISS/SIC has, after
considerable negotiations, become true and we are
convinced that this move has been to the advantage
of both societies to build up a strong Gl sectionn
ISS/SIC. ISDS members will newly be invoiced by the
ISS/SIC Administrative Of®ce and should also direct
their inquiries in regard to membership directly to
this of®ce. We will do our utmost to provide the best
service to our new members and to make the transi-
tion as smooth as possible. Digestive surgeons shidu
consider joining this Integrated Society to support ta
endeavors of the Digestive Group and be part of tlsi
international community of specialists.

The second good news is that the Adelaide Congress
has not only been outstanding scienti®cally but als®-
nancially ended with a positive result which in vie of
the world-wide economic situation and the thread by
the swine u is to be heavy weighted. This is nothe
least also the merit of the Local Organizing Commit
tee, headed by Peter Malycha, and the PCO SAPMEA
who are congratulated upon this success and thanked
for the diligent congress organization.

As you may read in other parts of this newsletter, the
Yokohama Congress ISW 2011 is on good track, the
preparatory works advance steadily and the content
of the scienti®c program is taking well shape. Preype
your abstract for submission at www.isw2011.org, the
deadline has been set to January 10, 2011 but the
Abstract Center will open in July 2010 already.

As a new development the University of Oxford's Nuf-
®eld Department of Surgery and Department for Con-
tinuing Education are currently working on developing
a proposal for a part-time MSc in Surgical Sciences
(working title). The structure of the proposed MSc
has been speci®cally designed to accommodate the
needs of surgeons in training and to be accessibl®




international participants. Subject to University apo-
val, the Master's program could be available to stuyl
from October 2011. To obtain feedback on, and gauge
potential interest in, the proposed Master's Progra
from international surgical trainees they have created
an online survey (accessible at: http://www.survey-
monkey.com/s/Oxford_MSc_SurgicalScience), which
provides further information about the proposed MS¢
to collect feedback on the proposed MSc content and
structure. You are welcome to give your feedback.

The American College of Surgeons offers Internatioha
Guest Scholarships to competent young (35-45 year
old) foreign surgeons who have demonstrated strong
interests in teaching and research. These scholarships
provide them with the opportunity to visit clinical, re-
search, and teaching institutes in North America ath
participate in the annual Clinical Congress. You ma
pro®t from this opportunity by applying at www.facs
org/memberservices/igs.html and where also additi-
onal information is available. Application deadlinés
July 1, 2010.

Last but not least, | would like to underline the ugent
need to increase our membership. The number of our
active members has declined for the last years and
this situation must absolutely be reversed by invitg
more colleagues to join the ISS/SIC. Junior member-
ship now represents a new category bene®ting from
the same rights as active members but paying only
half of regular annual dues. Junior members must be
below 35 years of age.

As a must, | would therefore like to end this repot by
asking each ISS/SIC member to ®nd one new name
of candidate and to help him or her to ful®Il his/ker
application form, to become an active or junior fu-
ture member of the society. If you all agree with ny
suggestion and immediately start looking for a new
candidate around and convince him or her to join us
we will, by the end of 2010, have doubled our mem-
bership for the bene®t of all of us!

Jean-Claude Givel
Secretary General ISS/SIC

Report by the
General Treasurer

Sats S. Pillay,
South Africa

Some of you might have found a reminder for ISS/SIC
dues payment in this envelope and this signi®es tha
your dues 2010 have not yet been covered. The ISS/
SIC is very much depending on a timely dues payment
to keep your subscription to WJS upright. Please aet
quickly by transmitting your payment to the Admi-
nistrative Of®ce. By the end of June we will haveot
stop the WJS subscription to members who have not
settled their dues.

In view of new regulations by the Credit Card Compa-
nies you must indicate with your credit card payment
the 3-digit Security Code as on the reverse side of your
card. We have modi®ed the invoice form to adapt to
these requirements. Your payment will only be valid i
the Security Code is given.

Thank you for your cooperation.

Sats S. Pillay
General Treasurer ISS/SIC
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News from LOC ISW 2011

Masahiko Watanabe,
Japan

ISW2011, Yokohama, Japan, August

28 to September 1, 2011

As the President of the Local Organizing Committee
(LOC), it is my greatest pleasure to host ISW201f i

Yokohama, Japan, from August 28 to September 1 in
2011. In the forthcoming congress, we plan numbers
of sessions that will no doubt bring international and

local participants together.

In addition to ISS/SIC, Integrated Societies andffia
cipating Societies, we have more than 20 local pairt
cipating societies and nearly 120 LOC members. | am
con®dent that this conference will be a huge succss
after 34 years to welcome back the International Sur-
gical Week to Japan.

Yokohama is a port town opened to the world about
150 years ago. Ever since then, it has remained as
leading city both in business and tourism. You will dis-
cover the unique culture and the history of the town
through its century-old Western architectures, Chia-
town and the contemporary area where the venue, Pa-
ci®co Yokohama is located. Make sure to extend your
stay; here are some exclusive tips to enjoy the area.

Yokohama, Japan

Throughout the ages, the cultural ambience in Yoko-
hama has always been Western. Being a major port
town in Japan and developing rapidly since its ope-
ning, it has maintained the mixture of historical ad
cultural heritage. Today, Yokohama has a number of
high quality hotels for many tourists from near and
afar.

There are also many sights to see in the area. Osan
bashi is a symbol of Yokohama in the Minato Mirai
area where large passenger ships dock. The Red Bric
Warehouses in the same area recaptures the past of
the evolving city. The Sankeien Garden, surrounded
with lush greenery, is popular among the people of
Yokohama as a place to seek tranquility.

Bay Bridge Akira Okada
Foto-Credit: INTO





































International Society of Surgery ISS
Société Internationale de Chirurgie SIC

Exploring the Future of Surgery

INTERNATIONAL SURGICAL WEEK ISW 2011
August 28 September 1, 2011 at Pacifico Yokohama, Japan

Congress President: Kenneth D. Boffard, South Africa
President LOC: Masahiko Watanabe, Japan

with its Integrated Societies
International Association of Endocrine Surgeons IAE S
International Association for Trauma Surgery and In tensive Care IATSIC
International Association for Surgical Metabolism a nd Nutrition IASMEN
Breast Surgery International BSI
International Society for Digestive Surgery ISDS

with participation of numerous Local and International Societies

Special Features

Postgraduate Courses, Writer's Workshop — Tips and Tricks, “Speed Dating” the Experts, “Hands-on” Cour ses,

Trainee’s Program

Congress Secretariat ISW 2011 Deadline for the on-line

Scientific Secretariat ISW 2011

Department of Surgery L clo ISS/SIC
Kitasato University 2-1-1 submission of Abstracts: Seltisbergerstrasse 16
Asamizodai, Sagamihara January 10, 2011 4419 Lupsingen
Kanagawa 228-8520 Switzerland
Japan Tel: +41 61 815 96 67
Tel: +81 42 748 91 11 Fax: +41 61 81147 75
Fax: +81 42 745 55 82 E-mail: surgery@iss-sic.ch

E-mail: isw2011@kitasato-u.ac.jp




